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The wound is the place
where the light enters you.

-Mowlana Jalaluddin Rumi
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= fofd Jpwa o™ sieem | e fafies wam o foft uafe sramassyf oy
1o 0 | TR b6, [ T vi8 2”7 AT (TS TW SR e
MM A 93¢ IR TS T NATSERATCE e frs 73 1 R fom Jbeonss
TRER FABIIT I (AT (71 F91 O FF | 97 TAR R IAfRee™, o6
1R, IfeREe 5121 RSl W2 ERE ons AR Y wER eptve s
ISR (Mo WWA-W T o1 S[fke 26TR 9 TSRCER (AP
RAGHBIT TR W FIEPR @ WFT 3@ (el = ) AR A
ﬁW‘Iﬂ'ﬁ (Lawrence Lifschultz) S ‘Bangladesh: The Unfinished
Revolution’ aT¥ STg™ A0 :

The (U.S.) contacts were highly sensitive because...they
bypassed the dominent Ileadership of the provisional
government in person of the Prime Minister Tajuddin Ahmad.
Tajuddin like nearly the entire rank and file of the Bangladesh
Movement, was irrevocably commited to full independence of
the country, after the massacre of 25th March and would
breach no compromise on this issue. Therefore absolute
descretion and secrecy was the key to splitting the Bengali
leadership and supporting that faction which would
compromise with Pakistan and not demand full independence.
Some sources have suggested that the moment chosen was to
be October, 1971, when Mustak, as Foreign Minister, was
expected to arrive in New York to present the Bangladesh Case
before the UN general assembly. Had he suddenly in New York,
Unilaterally and without warning announced a compromise
solution short of independence—a position that constituted a
sell out and betrayal in the view of Tajuddin and the rest of the
leadership—Mustak might at that stage have pulled off a full
coup against the rest of Awami leadership back in Calcutta and
the history of Bangladesh might have been very different.”
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A man can be destroyed but not defeated.

—Emest Hemingway
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W “The Prime Minister of Pakistan declared that he would visit
Bangladesh in response to the invitation of the Prime Minister of
Bangladesh and appealed to the people of Bangladesh to forgive and
forget the mistakes of the past in order to promote reconciliation.
Similarly, the Prime Minister of Bangladesh had declared with regard
to the atrocities and destruction committed in Bangladesh in 1971
that he wanted the people to forget the past and to make a fresh start,
stating that the people of Bangladesh knew how to forgive.”"

TS d¢ TRATT Srafs ‘Having regard to the appeal of the Prime
Minister of Pakistan to forgive and forget the mistakes of the past the
‘Foreign Minister of Bangladesh stated that the government of
Bangladesh had decided not to proceed with the trial as acts of
clemency. It was agreed that the 195 prisoners of war may be
repatriated to Pakistan along with the other prisoners of war now in
the process of repatriation under the Delhi Agreement of 25th August
1973."
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communicated to him that Bangladesh is not on the map of either the
state Department or the C.ILA. Later, the same thing was
communicated to me by one Mr. Brut of the U. S Consulate in Dhaka.
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number three in Dhaka U.S Consulate in 1971. He invited me to a
lunch and conveyed to me the same message. He said that although
he has personal empathy for our struggle, but there is no Bangladesh
as an independent country in the map of C.ILA or the State
Department. It was most likely that the same message was conveyed to
Bangabandhu at a higher level.
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Seema Wali. She is the recipient of Woman of the Year by Amnesty
Internactional for her work on human rights and Afgan Refugee
Women. She gave a presentation (June 5, 2002) on Afganistan in
which USAID’s involvement in militarization of the curriculmn was
mentioned. This presentation was delivered at the George Mason
University’s (GMU) workshop (May 28-June 7), titled “Preparing for
the Rehabilitation Effort in Afganistan”, which was organized by
program on Peace Keeping Policy, currently known as the Peace
Operation Policy Program at GMU.
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The Murder of Mujib

War Breaks Out As Kissinger Reaches For Peking

In December 1970, two years after the turmoil which ended Field Marshal
Ayub Khan's decade of military dictatorship, Pakistan held what was
widely considered its first genuinely democratic election since its
establishment as a state in 1947. In the 1970 eclection the Awami League
led by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman swept the polls in East Pakistan with a
vote sufficient to command a majority in the National Assembly and to
make Mujib the Prime Minister of all Pakistan. In West Pakistan the
election turned in majorities for Zulfikar Ali Bhutto's Pakistan People's
Party in the Punjab and Sindh Provinces, while the National Awami Party
of Wali Khan and Khair Bux Marri gained majorities in the Northwest
Frontier Province and Baluchistan. Under the agreed electoral procedure
the National Assembly would have convened and Mujib would have
assumed the position of Prime Minister of all of Pakistan.

This, however, would have meant a dramatic shift in the twenty
years of political and economic domination West Pakistan had
exercised over the East. Intense political pressure built up in West
Pakistan following the December election and prior to the scheduled
convening of the National Assembly in March. The object was to find a
way of preserving West Pakistan's pre-eminence by extracting prior
concessions from Mujib on his declared programme of greater inter-
regional equality. The Awami League, having won a democratic
election, would concede nothing and called for the convening of the
National Assembly as scheduled. The crisis which broke Pakistan
apart came to a critical halt on 3 March 1971, when the Martial Law
authorities postponed indefinitely the convening of the Assembly.
Massive civil disobedience and demonstrations began in East
Pakistan. The entire province encompassing all classes went on strike.
After two weeks, on March 25th, the Pakistan Army cracked down in
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Dacca in the worst moment of violence and general butchery South
Asia had ever witnessed during a single night. Pakistan's civil war had
begun and the inexorable basis for Bangladesh's independence laid.

We are not concerned with the general history of the civil war, but
only with the specific international alignments which developed in
1971 as they relate to the 1975 coup. Relationships which developed
in this earlier period emerge with new importance in 1975. However, it
should not be forgotten that from the late fifties Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and the Awami League had been considered pro-Western and
pro-American. In 1954 Pakistan was integrated into the archipelago of
American military alliances, the league of CENTO .and SEATO, while
India remained aloof. A year later the Bandung Conference, inspired
by Chou En-Lai and Nehru, made non-alignment a touch-stone of
Third World politics. In the period 1954-58, just prior to Ayub Khan's
coup d'etat, opposition developed within Pakistan over the issue of
international alignment with the United States. Mujib's party, the
Awami League, split over the issue. The pro-Western faction led by
H.S. Suhrawardy and Mujib declared itself in favour of the alliance. A
dissenting faction led by Maulana Bhashani declared its opposition
and broke off from the Awami League to found what eventually
became the (pro-Peking) National Awami Party. Furthermore, Mujib
had often expressed his preference for a Westminister-style democratic
state. What friends he had in the Western democracies were in general
linked to the liberal wings of the Democratic Party in the United States
and the Labour Party in England.

However, 1971 in South Asia was a different matter. Kissinger and
Nixon were not in the least inclined towards sympathy for the victims
of the Pakistan Army's crackdown in East Bengal—even if these very
victims had won the national elections. Global realignments were in
motion and the Bengal 'problem’ appeared as a threatening and
annoying sidelight. At the time of the appalling crackdown in Dacca,
Pakistan's military head of state, General Yahya Khan, and Pakistan's
Ambassador in Peking, K. M. Kaiser, were crucial intermediaries in the
first delicate steps of Nixon's reach for the Forbidden City and Tien An
Mien. Kissinger was adamant that these negotiations should not be
disturbed at any cost. All other questions were subordinate for the
U.S. leadership and few outside Nixon and Kissinger's inner circle
knew anything of the China initiative. At this stage only four people in
the entire United States knew anything of Kissinger's contacts with
Peking. Furthermore, underlying Nixon's Republican politics and
Kissinger's realpolitik, there was a demonstrable and clear preference
for military dictatorships in the Third World. Anti-militarist democratic
movements such as Mujib's Awami League in East Bengal were
potential hotbeds of yet more radical trends which the United States
would never encourage.
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So it came about that the Bangladesh movement for independence
gathered almost no official support from the United States, despite the
unprecedented rebellion within the State Department ranks against
Kissinger's standpoint. Following the Pakistani Army's crackdown in
Dacca, the Awami League leadership ran for refuge in neighbouring
India. Indian support, for strategic reasons, was crucial to the
Bengalis as an initial base for military operations and refuge. India's
own willingness to back a movement led by the Awami League was
obvious in many respects. Both the Awami League and the Indian
Congress Party stood for an ostensibly similar ideology: a secular
parliamentary state. Moreover, in India's strategic view, the break-up
of Pakistan would remove New Delhi's chief national rival in South
Asia as long as the war did not become prolonged, and more radical
Marxist elements did not achieve dominance in a protracted struggle.

Thus, the Indian Army intervened in the Bangladesh conflict in
December 1971, imposing an immediate resolution to the nine months of
guerrilla struggle. Prior to the actual intervention and in the face of
American hostility, India approached the Soviet Union for superpower
backing. The Indo-Soviet Friendship Treaty was signed in August 1971
and the Russians in large part financed India's military expedition. The
Awami League's own military and financial dependence on the so-called
Indo-Soviet Axis later opened Mujib to attack from more radical
Bangladesh nationalists who never wanted India's armed intervention on
their behalf. These attacks occurred during 1973-75 when deteriorating
economic conditions made many take the view that Bangladesh had
traded Pakistani dominance for Indian hegemony.

In 1973, two years after the war, the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace, a Washington-based research foundation
affiliated with the quarterly Foreign Policy, undertook a major study of
U.S. policy during the Bangladesh crisis of 1971. The investigation
lasted nine months and was under the direction of Roger Morris, a
former member of Kissinger's stafl at the National Security Council.
Morris had come to the Camegie Endowment following his resignation
from the Nixon Administration. He had separated himself from
Kissinger's entourage the day before the American invasion of
Cambodia.

Under Morris' supervision the Carnegie study interviewed in detail
more than 150 officials of the U.S. State Department, Central
Intelligence Agency, Defense Department, Agency for International
Development, Office of Public Safety, National Security Council and
other agencies which had any connection, even the most tangential,
with the Bangladesh crisis. The Carnegie Endowment never issued a
final report. Due to internal dissension at Carnegie the study was
never completed. Without the knowledge of Morris or others connected
with this study, these interviews and other raw research information
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have been made available to the present writers. The information they
contain, when taken as a whole, is profound and comprehensive.

In an appendix to this Part of the book we discuss in detail
information based on the Carnegie Papers which offer rich new
insights into the American tilt towards Pakistan in 1971. In particular,
we examine the significance of the then secret Kissinger negotiations
aimed at America's dramatic volte face with China and also analyse
the effect America's exclusive obeisance to the Pakistan channel with
Peking had on U.S. policy toward Bangladesh. In addition, Richard
Nixon's long-standing personal dislike for Indira Gandhi and his old
association with Pakistan's military leadership is brought out from
interviews with senior U.S. officials.

Calcutta Days 1971: Secret Negotiations and the Mustaque
Circle

The details of the 1971 period bear special importance when viewed
from the perspective of the violent developments in 1975-particularly
the coup d'etat which killed Mujib. The Camnegie interviews with senior
U.S. officials conclusively confirm previous reports of the existence of
eight secret contacts which took place in Calcutta and elsewhere
between U.S. representatives and Bengali officials in 1971. In June of
that year the United States began making a tentative attempt to act as
a channel between elements of the Bengali leadership which Pakistan
did not consider guilty of high treason, and General Yahya Khan, head
of Pakistan's military junta. The exact officials and issues involved in
these negotiations in Calcutta remain classified information from the
American side. But sources with detailed knowledge of the Calcutta
events claim all eight contacts were made exclusively with Khondakar
Mustaque Ahmed's political coterie. These sources include former
members of Mustaque's staff and senior officials in Bangladesh's then
Provisional Government. While most of the secret contacts reportedly
occurred in Calcutta, other locations are also said to have been used.
A senior American official of the state department’s Intelligence and
Research (I.N.R) Division told the Carnegie researchers, 'He [Kissinger]
had been talking to the representatives directly.'

Mustaque was at the time Foreign Minister in the Provisional
Government of Bangladesh. Thus, from the American point of view, it
might have seemed most natural for the United States to be dealing
directly with Mustaque. However, the matter was not that simple. Within
the Bangladesh Provisional Government there existed a number of factions
and developing trends. The Prime Minister was Tajuddin Ahmad. From
Kissinger's point of view he was a man to be circumvented. If it meant
anything in the context of the period, Tajuddin was considered pro-Soviet
and pro-Indian, in the sense that he recognized the strategic necessity of
such an alliance against Pakistan, given American backing of Yahya Khan.
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But, most significantly, Tajuddin favoured the unrelenting pursuit of
Bangladesh's War of Independence. The refusal of the Pakistan authorities
in March 1971 to accept the results of the elections which would have
made Mujib the Prime Minister of all Pakistan, combined with the brutal
magnitude of the repression, made the Provisional Government's
standpoint clear and unconditional; there would be no going back and no
negotiated solution short of full independence for Bangladesh.
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Tajuddin and virtually the entire Bengali leadership were adamant
regarding complete independence. The stage had been reached where
it was out of the question for them or for those fighting at the front
that a compromise only granting autonomous status to East Bengal
within the Pakistan union could be negotiated. This was what
Kissinger now belatedly favoured at a point when it was completely
unacceptable to a majority of the leadership of the Bangladesh
movement. It was too little, coming far too late. With victory in sight,
and with world opinion clearly on their side, such a proposition would
have been politically absurd to adopt.

The solitary exception to this among the exiled Bengali leadership
was Khondakar Mustaque Ahmed. While Tajuddin was identified by
reputation with the Indo-Soviet strategic alignment, Mustaque had
long been identified as the leading personality of the American lobby
within the Awami League leadership. In terms of the Awami League
spectrum, Tajuddin was considered a left-wing social democrat in the
context of underdevelopment in the Third World. He favoured
widespread industrial nationalization in an independent Bangladesh,
including foreign capital. Within the confines of internal Awami League
politics, Mustaque was Tajuddin's theoretical opposite. Mustaque
openly favoured laissez-faire capitalism, highly favourable terms for
foreign investment, and he opposed nationalization. Tajuddin was
known to have been close to a number of members of the banned
Pakistan Communist Party in the fifties and sixties. In the early fifties
Tajuddin and Mohammed Toaha, later the leader of the Maoist East
Bengal Communist Party (Marxist-Leninist), had shared the same
house in Dacca. Mustaque, on the other hand, was a deeply religious
Muslim and a devout Anti-Communist. [*5®1, T3, Tfm% G TGIF TH
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The United States, according to Bengali sources, did not open its
negotiations with Tajuddin, who was the Prime Minister, but opened
secret contacts with Khondakar Mustaque. Tajuddin and the rest of the
leadership were kept carefully in the dark. During this period of the
negotiations, Mustaque's two most important proteges were his Foreign
Secretary, Mahbub Alam Chashi, and a special assistant, Taheruddin
Thakur: the 'Mustaque Triangle', as this little group was known among
Calcutta's 'Bangladesh Watchers'. Officials of Bangladesh's Provisional
Government with intimate knowledge of this period say that Chashi and
Thakur played principal roles in the confidential contacts with the
United States in 1971. Four years later this same trio-Mustaque, Chashi
and Thakur-would arrive together at Bangladesh Radio to announce
that Mujib was dead and that Khondakar Mustaque Ahmed had taken
over the Presidency of Bangladesh by coup d'etat.

According to these former officials, the agreement between Mustaque
and the Americans during the 1971 negotiations constituted the terms for
a return to the status quo ante. Moreover, these sources report that
Mustaque and his Foreign Secretary, Mahbub Alam Chashi, had
provisionally agreed to conditions for a separate peace: one which would
maintain the unity of Pakistan, if the Pakistan Army would cease military
operations, withdraw to barracks and allow new negotiations to begin,
ending open warfare. To the Nixon Administration, this seemed a desirable
and reasonable solution. For most Bengalis, now irrevocably committed to
full independence after what they regarded as Pakistani genocide in East
Bengal, this form of compromise was virtual treason to the country's
liberation movement. In short, a sell-out. One Bengali compared it to
George Washington and the American Continental Congress, on the verge
of military victory, suddenly accepting a return to colonial status on the
basis of a last minute repeal of the Stamp Act.

In the autumn of 1971 other ministers in the Provisional
Government reportedly discovered the secret contacts Mustaque had
been having with the United States. Tajuddin, the Prime Minister, is
said to have been enraged when he unearthed what had been going on
behind the backs of the rest of the Provisional Government. The
Indians, who for their own distinct strategic reasons were also fully
committed to Bengali independence from Pakistan, were similarly
furious. There were demands that Mustaque be sacked as Foreign
Minister. He has temporarily allowed to maintain his post for an
outward semblance of unity, but exercised little power in the last
months of the war. He was denied the right to travel to New York to
represent Bangladesh at the U.N. General Assembly. And following
independence, Mustaque was removed from the post of Foreign
Minister and given the minor portfolio of Commerce. Mustaque's
dismissal as Foreign Minister was the first major administrative
change that Tajuddin made immediately after the Pakistani defeat. It
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was the only major decision carried out prior to Mujib's release from
prison in Pakistan in early January 1972. Carnegie's researchers were
told by a senior American official of the Intelligence and Research
Division, 'We believed that there was a possiblity of negotiating with
the Awami League leaders in Calcutta. Unfortunately, later— in
October- we learned that we couldn't represent all the factions. And
they leamnmed they couldn't ... I can't go into specifics.’

In June 1976, nearly a year after Mujib had been killed and eight
months after Mustaque had himself been thrown out of the Presidency
by another military upheaval, Lawrence Lifschultz interviewed
Mustaque. During the interview Mustaque confirmed the contacts that
had taken place in Calcutta in 1971, but refused to specify what had
been agreed with the Americans at the time. 'If you want to know,’
Mustaque told Lifschultz, 'you go ask Nixon. I am not going to tell you.'
In November 1976, a year after the rebellion which toppled him,
Mustaque was arrested by the Martial Law authorities in Dacca,
charged and tried for corruption. He was fined 100,000 Taka for abuse
of his official position, and is now serving a five year prison sentence
for corruption, not for the murder of Mujib.

The animosity between Mustaque and Tajuddin never died.
Tajuddin never forgot what he regarded as Mustaque's nearly
successful covert betrayal of the independence struggle to the
Americans and Pakistanis. Mustaque for his part never forgot the
humiliation he underwent in his summary dismissal as Foreign
Minister by Tajuddin and the pleasure of the Indian authorities at his
removal. Four years later, after Mujib was already dead and while
Mustaque was himself being toppled from power, a group of as yet
publicly unidentified men entered Dacca Central Jail on the night of
4/5 November 1975. During Mustaque's last hours in power his old
rival from Calcutta days- Tajuddin Ahmad— was bayoneted to death in
his cell, along with three other cabinet ministers from Mujib's
government. Mustaque had jailed all four when he had seized power
the previous August. Mustaque, in his interview with Lifschultz,
denied any involvement in the Dacca Central Jail murders. But
sources in the prison's administration, who were at the jail that
evening, allege the jail killings were ordered by Mustaque and his
compatriots in the military and National Security Intelligence Service,
so as to insure there would never be a Mujibist restoration by the
Sheik's leading political lieutenants.

During the events of August 1975, it must be remembered, the
impression the public had from the outset was that six junior officers, led
by Majors Farooq and Rashid of the Bengal Lancers Armoured Corps and
the Second Field Artillery, had acted unilaterally and on their own
initiative without prior direction or political planning. This was the
impression given both by the Majors themselves and the man brought in
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at 'a minute past midnight, Khondakar Mustaque. Although Mustaque
had been a member of Mujib’'s new one-party formation (BAKSAL), the
young officers claimed Mustaque would, nevertheless, rescue the country
from Mujib's tyranny. The Majors gave every impression that the show was
theirs, and theirs alone, from start to finish. The 300 men under their
command shared the same conviction. They believed it was their finest
hour. However, it would last little more than 60 days.

The flaw in this version of events is vital to the purpose it served. By
identifying six majors and 300 sepoys of the Armoured and Artillery
Corps as the sole actors, it obscured whatever prior political planning
had gone into the coup, and gave an aura of innocence to Mustaque's
new leadership. Mustaque could then say that what had happened was
past, the need now was to bring stability. He could affect the pose of a
national statesman, standing above the antagonisms and conflicts
which had drniven the Majors and Mujib into such a deadly
confrontation. Indeed Mustaque was, in the words of his principal
propagandist of the period, Enayetullah Khan, 'a man for all seasons'.
Moreover, the placing of full responsibility for the coup on the Majors,
and not Mustaque, fulfilled the specialist Bonapartist posturing and
egoism which the former, now self-appointed Colonels, required. The
most important object of the story, however, was to obscure the details
of what had gone on in Mustaque's camp prior to August 15th.

The Eminence Grise

Mustaque's most important protege in this period prior to August 15th
was Mahbub Alam Chashi. During the Calcutta days he had served as
Mustaque's Foreign Secretary. Chashi in the late 1950s had been on the
staff of the Pakistan Embassy in Washington and since then had been
known within the Pakistn Foreign Service as one who kept up close
relationships with his American academic and diplomatic counterparts.
Among the myriad factions of the Pakistani bureaucracy, Chashi's
ideological commitment to the American lobby was well known. Senior
officials who served in Bangladesh's Provisional Government in Calcutta
allege Chashi was the principal intermediary in the secret negotiations
conducted with the United States.

Without question he is one of the more sophisticated personalities in
Bangladesh politics today, and is one of the more cultured political
mandarins of Dacca society. As such, he has acquired the mantle of being
both an intellectual and a specialist, besides that of a scrappy tactician in
the ugliest of situations. Mahbub Alam resigned from Pakistn's Foreign
Service in 1967. It was a period when the Green Revolution was being
projected throughout South Asia and the entire Third World, as the
solution to rural poverty and underdevelopment. As an ideological
panacea, it was reaching its peak in the late 1960s. Pakistan, like India,
received substantial Western aid linked to new agricultural programmes.
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‘Green Revolution' planning was the cutting edge of national policy in
Pakistan's so-called Decade of Development, a it was christened by the
orthodox international economists who conceived it.

When Mahbub Alam resigned from the Foreign Service, he added the
suffix Chashi, meaning ‘farmer’ in Bengali, to his name. He then joined the
ranks of the green revolutionaries and organized a development project in
an area called Rangunia outside of Chittagong where severe flooding had
destroyed several thousand acres of aman paddy. In his own personal
variation on what is known in Bangladesh as the Comilla Model, Chashi
organized a co-operative in the Rangunia area which, with a significant
infusion of government credit and foreign assistance, he soon turned into
an international showcase of capitalist land reform.

During Bangladesh's War of Independence Chashi went back to the
business of foreign affairs as Secretary and protege to Mustaque. But after
the 1971 debacle of their indiscretion with the Americans, he returmed to
the safer field of agriculture and the development of a theory and practice
of non-socialist rural populism. After independence Chashi took over as
Vice-Chairman of the Bangladesh Academy for Rural Development at
Comilla, a post he still held at the time of Mujib's death.

We mention all this detail about Mahbub Alam Chashi only because
numerous informed sources have spoken of his behind-the-scenes
involvement in the coup against Mujib. His interest in the sociology of
rural life was not purely academic; it extended to the pinnacle of political
power. In the period immediately prior to the coup, a number of
planning sessions regarding military action against Mujib are alleged to
have taken place under Chashi's direction and mediation at Comilla.
According to Comilla Academy sources, in the months before August a
number of people, including Taheruddin Thakur, were frequent visitors.
In 1975 Thakur, a close personal friend of Chashi's and the other
principal personality on Mustaque's '71 Calcutta staff, was serving as
Mujib's State Minister for Information.

On the 13th of August, two days before the coup d'etat, Chashi
suddenly disappeared from Comilla. In Dacca Major Rashid had already
alerted Mustaque to be ready. Chashi, sources allege, was then called in
from Comilla. He could not be found by colleagues expecting to meet him
on Academy business. But on August 15th he was found. That moming
Chashi and Thakur turned up at the Dacca studios of Bangladesh Radio
to sit at Khondakar Mustaque Ahmed's side and to announce: ‘Mujib is
dead. Mustaque is President.’ Back at the Comilla Academy, Chashi's
colleagues nodded their heads to each other. Now they understood why he
could not be found for two days and what all those evening meetings on
the Swanirvar agricultural programme had been about. Bangladesh's
Eminence Grise had momentarily revealed himself.

The military men who actually killed Mujib appear to have been
brought firmly into the Mustaque circle's scheme of things only in late

(a2

w91 3 forst-su 299
33 3 STHA QO ST fHPIC - www.pathantor.com



March or early April. The Majors had ideas of their own before that,
but lacked a political glove to fit their gun hand into. Mustaque and
his political circle were in the process of carefully checking military
contacts whom they could adopt and integrate into their own strategy.
Major Rashid was a relative of Mustaque's, but Mustaque's group
preferred a senior officers' coup d'etat. According to Bangladesh
military sources, approaches were made to the Deputy Chief of Army
Staff, Major-General Ziaur Rahman, or Zia, as he is generally known.
Within the Army's upper echelon it was known that he was becoming
more and more restless over the growing corruption of the Mujib
regime and the humiliation the army had suffered when it was pulled
off anti-smuggling operations in May 1974. In addition, the Army had
become increasingly disgruntled with the emergence and grown of a
separate paramilitary organization known as the Rakhi Bahini. It was
considered to be Mujib's most loyal armed force and principal
counterweight to any ambitions Bangladesh's military officers might
ultimately develop. The Rakhi Bahini in the 1973-74 period earned a
reputation for ruthlessness in the suppression of internal dissent,
second only to what the Army itself would do three years later. As a
greater share of new equipment and funds found its way to the Rakhi
Bahini and drew allocations away from the Army, resentment grew
within the traditional military services.

Mustaque's representative in the approach to Zia is alleged by
Bangladesh military sources to have been Chashi. General Zia, these
sources report, expressed interest in the proposed plan, but reluctance to
take the lead in the required military action. Then on 20 March 1975
Major Rashid approached General Zia with his own proposal. The junior
officiers had already worked out a plan, he told Zia, and they wanted his
support and his leadership. Again Zia temporized. According to Rashid,
Zia told him that as a senior officer he could not be involved, but if the
Jjunior officers were prepared, they should go ahead.

Having failed to secure reliable leadership for the coup from the
senior officer cadre, the Mustaque circle linked up with the junior
officers' plot. While they may have preferred a senior officers' coup,
they secured the next best option. Once they believed they had Zia's
implicit agreement, they were willing to go ahead with a second
echelon organization. For their part, with General Zia's neutrality or
even tacit support assured, the junior officers could move ahead
without fear that Zia would throw his forces against them after the
coup. With this set, from April onwards the scheme moved to maturity.

SR
1. Lawrence Lifschultz. Bangladesh: The Unfinished Revolution. Lendon:
Zed Press, 1979, pp. 111-119
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TAJUDDIN CALLS FOR ARMS AID
Text of Mr. Tajuddin Ahmad's broadcast on April 14, 1971.

The Bangladesh Prime Minister, Mr. Tajuddin Ahmad, today invited
the world Press and diplomatic and political observers to tour the liberated
arcas and see for themselves the realities in his free country.

In a broadcast over the Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra Mr. Ahmad,
also asked friendly Governments and people as well as international
agencies like the Red Cross to establish direct contact with the
Bangladesh Government and render help.
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Laying special emphasis on arms help which was "a permanent
need for Bangladesh today”, the Prime Minister said arms were
immediately needed to repel the aggressors.

He also appealed to countries supplying arms and ammunition to
Pakistan to suspend forthwith their supplies to an "army of murderers
who were killing innocent men, women and children”.

(THE TIMES OF INDIA, New Delhi-April 15, 1971)
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PRIME MINISTER

New Delhi,
December 6, 1971

Dear Prime Minister,

My colleagues in the Government of India and I were deeply
touched by the message which His Excellency the Acting President
Syed Nazrul Islam and you sent to me on December 4. On its receipt,
Government of India once again considered your request to accord
recognition to the People's Republic of Bangladesh which you lead with
such dedication. I am glad to inform you that in the light of the
circumstances which prevail at present, Government of India have
decided to grant the recognition. This morning I made a statement on
the subject in our Parliament. I enclose a copy.

The people of Bangladesh have gone through much suffering. Your
young men are engaged in a self-sacrificing struggle for freedom and
democracy. The people of India are also fighting in defence of the same
values. I have no doubt that this companionship in endeavour and
sacrifice will strengthen our dedication to great causes and the
friendship between our two peoples. However long the road and
however exacting the sacrifice that our two peoples may be called
upon to make in the future, I am certain that we shall emerge
triumphant.

I take this opportunity to convey to you personally, to your
colleagues and to the heroic people of Bangladesh my greetings and
best wishes.

I should also like to take this opportunity to convey through you to
His Excellency Syed Nazrul Islam, Acting President of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh the assurances of my highest esteem.

Yours sincerely,

(Indira Gandhi)
His Excellency Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed,
Prime Minister of the People's Republic of Bangladesh, Mujibnagar.
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Dear Prime Minister,

My colleagues ip the Government of India and I
were deeply touched by“the message which His Excellency
the Acting President Syed Nazrul Islam and you sent to
me on December 4. (n its receipt, Government of India
once again considered your request to accord recognition
to the People's Republic of Bangla Desh which you lead
with such dedication. I am glad to inform you that in
the light of the circumstances which prevail at present,
Government of India have decided to grant the recognition.
This morning I made a statement on the subject in our
Parliament. I enclose a copy.

The people of Bangla Desh have gone through much
suffering. Your young men are engaged in a self-sacrificing
struggle for freedom and democracy. The people of India
are also fighting in defence of the same values. I have no
doubt that this companionship in endeavour and sacrifice
will strengthen our dedication to great causes and the
friendship between our two peoples. However long the road
and however exacting the sacrifice that our two peoples
may be called upon to make in the future, I am certain
that we shall emerge triumphant,

I take this opportunity to convey to you personally,
to your colleagues and to the heroic people of Bangla Desh
my greetings and best wishes,

1 should also like to take this opportunity to
convey through you to His Excellency Syed Nazrul Islam,

Acting President of the People's Republic of 3angla Desh
the assurances of my highest esteem.

Yours sincerely,
e AT Ta.,.(L :
(Indirs Gandhi’)

His Excellency Mr, Tajuddin Ahmed,
Prime Minister of the People's Republic of B3angla Desh,
Mujibnagar.
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Dr. M. Huq
Physics Department
University of Singapore
Singapore-10
December 20, 1971
Hon'ble Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed,
Prime Minister,
People's Republic of Bangladesh

Honourable Prime Minister,

On behalf of the citizens of Bangladesh and sympathisers, living in Singapore and
Malaysia, I extend our heartiest congratulations to the Government of Bangladesh for
the superb leadership in liberating our country from the brutal Pakistani regime. Our
greatest felicitations to our valiant Mukti Bahini for their supreme sacrifices for our
beloved motherland.

Our great joy at this auspicious moment has been marred by the shocking news of
the butchery of more than a hundred intellectuals of our country by the sub-human
Pak Military authority. This latest inhuman action has steeled our determination to
demand proper action against the culprits. We, hereby, fully back the call by a great
friend of our cause, Rt. Hon'ble John Stonehouse, M.P. in his call for a Nuremberg
type trial of all the war criminals including those who are outside Bangladesh.

While we fully support the stand taken by your Government that full protection
will be extended to all foreign nationals we, hereby demand that nobody be allowed to
escape the punishment under any pretext.

Our heartfelt sympathies for the berieved families and friends of all the Shahids
who lost their lives in the liberation struggle.

We, hereby, place our services at the disposal of the Government of Bangladesh.

'JOY BANGLA'
Yours sincerely,

(Mahfuzul Huq)
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Geoeral Secreary
T e
" 2%,
Misa Mesra Walla w (D) w
Viea President w7 ) g
- 6 TR 4’:} M. L. Dixis
J Jt. Gen. Secretary
Jayshree Deshmukh Coect
Ladies Represcntative Patros : Dr. V. B, Pathak
Deso Medical College
Officer-in-chargs : A. M, Sur
Prof, of Pediairic
Rof.Mo. 3808220871 Date 218% Des 1971,

To
Th‘ Prime Minister of
Bangls Desh, Dacca. (Bangla Desh)

Respected Sir,
The Students Asso-~iation Mediocal College, Wagnou

strongly condemn the Pakistsni 4igression on Imdia and genosid

in Bangla Desh, We céngrrtulste the lesdership of bBoth Indi:

and Bangle Desh and their respective soldiers on their magp

ficimnt performance and victory. Wealso extend our sympstM:

for the families who have been bareaved in this struggle.
Thanking you,

Yours sinocerely,
Wﬁu

(Pradeen Chandak)

Gennral Seoretsry

Students Asgociation’
Nagpur.
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sAteeSaE AT TR High Commission For
T gt People's Republic of Bangladesh
New Delhi
No. Pot 247 /72 November 11, 1972

My dear Minister Saheb,

I am sure you have, by now, received all information in connection
with our membership of the Colombo Plan. Mr. Faizur Razzak of the
Planning Commission must have also handed over to you a brief
report on the deliberations of the Conference.

2. I was kept extremely busy all these days with a number of
pressing problems and a series of important meetings. Besides the
Colombo Plan meetings, I had to, simultaneously, take part in the
discussions that took place last week in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
between the delegations of our two countries. On top of this crowded
programme, I was also kept extremely busy with the organisation of
our Asian Fair activities in Delhi. But then, I did the job assigned to
me by you in connection with our participation in the Colombo Plan
conference and ensuring, through participation, our admission into
that body. I made every effort not only to neutralise opposition of
various quarters to Bangladesh's candidature for membership but also
worked hard to facilitate our entry into the organisation. Through
sustained efforts and pursuation, I am happy to say, it was possible
for us not only to neutralise Iran, a steadfast friend of Pakistan, but
also to make South Vietnam agree, eventually, to withdraw their
objections to our entry on procedural grounds. You will be happy to
know that because of my personal contacts and friendly relations with
Ambassadors of various countries posted here at Delhi, and my past
acquaintances with leaders of some delegations, it was possible to
persuade some of them to speak in our support against objections
raised by South Vietnam. Even the Ambassador of Afghanistan a
country which is yet to recognise Bangladesh could be persuaded to
speak strongly in support of our application for membership. I feel
happy that our efforts have been crowned with success and we have
been unanimously admitted into the august body. In my address to
the delegates I dwelt at length on the varied and complex nature of
problems facing us and the urgent need for assistance and guidance
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of the member countries of the Colombo Plan and also appropriately
expressed our gratitude to all members including, even, South
Vietnam.

3. Mr. Faizur Razzak has indicated in his report the steps that we
have now to take in pursuance of our objective to receive the
necessary assistance from the Colombo Plan Club. I am sure, that
things will, under your able guidance, move in the right direction and
we shall succeed, in due course, to obtain substantial help- both
financial and technical— from the Colombo Plan organisation in our
efforts to accomplish the challenging task of reconstructing our war-
ravaged country and regenerating our shattered economy.

4. 1 hope this finds you, Begum Saheba and the members of your
family in health and happiness.

With warmest regards.

Yours sincerely,

(A. R. Mallick)
Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed,
Finance Minister,
Govermment of Bangladesh,
Dacca.
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My deax Minister Saheb,

I am sure you have, by now, received all
information in connection with our membership of the
Colombo Plan. Mr. Feizur Rezzek of the Planning
Cammission must have also handed cver to you 2 brief
report on the deliberations of the Conference-

2. I wag kept extremely busy all these days with

a number of Pressing problems and & geries of important
meetings. Besides the Colombo Plan meetings, I had to,
simultanecualy, take part in the discussions that took
place last week in the Ministry of Poreign Affairs
between the delegations of our two countries. On top

of this crowded programme, I was also kept extremely
busy with the organisation of our Asian Fair activities
in Delhi. But then, I did the job assigned to me by you
in connection with our participation in the Colombo

Plan conference and emsuring, through participation,

our admission into that body. I made every effort not
only to neutralise opposition of various quarters to
Bangladesh's candidature for membership but also

workad hard to facilitate our entry into the organisation.
Through sustained efforts and pursuation, I am heppy to
say, it was possible for us not anly to neutralise Iran,
8 steadfast friend of Pakistan, but also to make South
Viatnam agree, eventually, to withdraw their objections
t0 our eatry on precedural grounds. You will be happy

to know that because of my perpsonal contacts and friendly
relatiocns with Anbassadors of various countries posted
here at Delhi, and my past acquaintances with leaders
of some delegations, it was possible to =smx pursuade
some of them to speak in our support against objections
raised by South Vietnam. Even the Ambagsador of Afghanistan
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a country which i{s yet to recognise Bangladesh - could
be pursuaded to ppeak strongly in support of our
application for menbership. I feel happy that our efforts
have been crowned with guccess and we hsve been unani-
mously admitted into the august body. In my address

to the delegates I dwelt at length on the varied

and complex nature of problems facing us and the
urgent need for assistance and guidance of the

menber countries of the Colozbo Plan and also
appropriately expressed our gratitude to all members
including even South Vietnam.

3. Mr. Faizur Razzak has indicated in his report
the steps that we have now to take in purguance of
our abjective to receive the necessary assistance from
the Colombo Plan club. I am sure, that things will,
under your able guidance, move in the right direction
and we shall succeed, in due course, to obtain
substantial help - both financial end technical - from
the Colambo Plan organisation in our efforts to
accomplish the challenhing task of reconstructing our
war-ravaged country and regenerating our shattered
economy «

4. I hope this finds you, Begum Saheba and the
manders of your family in health and happiness.

Yours ﬂerdyc

A, R. Mallic

With warmest regards,

v,

Mr. Tojuddin Ahmed, .
Pihnadce Minister,
Govermment of Bangladesh,
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Mintstry of Foreign Affaixs
Govermment af the
People's Republic of Bangladesh
Dacca.

S
No.IF»¥773. April 17,1973,

Subject: Wag Crime Trials.

My deaxr Ambassador/High Coumdssioner/Charge d'Affaires,

This is in continuation 6f our circular
letter of even mumber dated 9th April,1973. We have
already communicated to you the joint declaration of
Bangladesh and India to settle the outstancing humanitarian
problems in the sub-comtibent, The statement of the
Bangladesh Government regarding thé trial of the Fakistani
FPOWs issted separately was also conveyed to you,
2. It is possible that Peﬂ‘sta.n might rejeot the
§6int declaration with a view to extorting some
concessions on the question of the trial of its FOWs.
Howevex, , to justi!y }t- ‘stamd Fak.istu is mést m-u to
invoke purely pouﬂ.cal com’.d‘utlms as Pakistan is
aware thrat the trials are justifiable under the accepted
principles of intermational law and this view has already
found favour with various professiocnal circles around the
world.
3. Pakistam ndght take the plea that not'ithltlnﬂ.ng
the legal position such trials of FOks would cqliun the
process of normalisation aof relations in the sub-continent.
Pakid stan lig)lt furthex- cugpse that should Goveu-t of
Bangladesh so desire, punlwl.uly o after the
overwhelming victory af the Awami League in the recemt
elections, it should mot hold the trials if omly on the
ground that such trails cannot but vitiate further
the atwosphere in tla sub-conmtinent and briq nto a point
of no return”,

th un le.

e o e e e
the ‘trials. This 'is demonstrated by the fact that although
a large nusber of Fakistami FOWs could be held responsible
for commission of crimes such as murder, rape etc., in
Bangladesh ocnly a very limited mumber of FOWs axe being
brought to trial.The trials have been organised to
uphold the rule of law and compulsions of justice.
Bangladesh's stand an this score has recently been further
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vindicated when the UN Human Rights Commission unanimously
resolved that all those whko are responsible for crimes
against humanity irrespective of where and when the crimes
have been ccanitted should be brought to trial. Secondly,
Pakistan is being unreasomable and dishonest in txying

to shield such criminals by holding out a threat that such
a step would hinder the rrocess of normalisation of
relations anong the countries of the sub-continent.
Thirdly, one must also cotisidet_ that in the background

of cruelties and atrocities conmitted by the Fakistan
occupation forces in Banglzdesh the demand for trials
have been universal and no democratic government can
overloock such strong sentiments of its own peorle.
Fourthly, when after wore “har two and a half decades

the Nazi war criminals are be:i.ng hunted all 2round the
world and brought to bodk, there is no reason why these
pecrle whose crimes 2xe no less chould go scot free.

S. It is, %nerefore. clear that Fald stani arguments -
are nothing but attempts at blackma2iling Bangladesh and -
in the process it is vetoing the setticment of pressing
humanitarian issues to suit its convenience.

6. Further ‘it is possible that Fakistan might txy
some Bangalee civilian and aimy pe:adnncl, in retaliation
to the trials of its FOJs, on some cooked-wp charges.

The world 1g aware'thdt -the Bangalees nowfarcibly detained
in Pakistan violated no provisions of interational or
Fakistani laws. The cxrcmtanoe.s, 2nd the fiact that such
grials,  would be 'held.after the announcement. of trials of
Paktstani FOWs would make't very clear that the move is
nothing but. an act of sheer vengeam and jndzcnl
xeprisal.

7. I shoyld, therefore, be grateful if ysn=hould
make special efforts in briefing the Govermments of your
accreditétion and other appropriate circles including

the press on these issues on the above lines.

Yours sl ncexely,
A b SNl el

(Fakhruddin Ahmed)
To
All Heads of aanqladesh Missions Ab:oad
(Bxcept Honoraxy Consulates).

Capy to all Directors-Gemeral in the Ministry.
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Name: Tajuddin Ahmad Trust Fund
Founder: Sharmin Ahmad
Fund Money: Tk 10, 00, 000.00
Board of Trustees:
Treasurer, DU, Chairman
Pro-Vice Chancellor, DU, Member
Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences, DU, Member
Dean, Faculty of Arts, DU, Member
Chairman, Dept.of Peace and Conflict Studies, DU.

Member

Sharmin Ahmad, Founder

Founder’s Representative

Registrar, DU, Member-Secetary

Objectives

To award a gold medal, certificate and a scholarship for a
period of 12 months at a rate of TK.1000.00 to a student
studying in Master’s class having the highest score in First
Class in the Bachelor of Honors Examination in Peace and
Conflict Studies, Dhaka University;

To award a stipend for a period of four years at the rate of
TK.1000.00 per month to a female student who is not
financially solvent of 1st year BSS (Honors) class of the
Department of peace and Conflict Studies, Dhaka University.
To hold an annual Memorial Lecture on the birth day of the
First Prime Minister of Bangladesh, Tajuddin Ahmad. The
subject matter of the Lecture will be related to the life, works
and political philosophy of the national leader, Tajuddin
Ahmad and his leadership role in the National liberation war
of the Bangalees and in their independence movement.The
lecture would be delivered by such a person, who is
essentially a learned researcher and who believes in the spirit
of Bangalee nationalism, war of independence and liberation
war of Bangladesh. A reasonable amount of honorarium would
be provided for the Lecture as per the decision of the Board
of Trustees.The Lecture would be printed and the copies of the
Lecture would be distributed among the participants.

To arrange an annual Essy competition among the students of
the University of Dhaka. The Subject matter of the Essay will
be the life, works and political philosophy of Tajuddin Ahmad
and his role in organizing the national liberation war and
independence movement of the Bangalees and on his thinking
of building of an exploitation and discrimination free
progressive and democratic society in Bangladesh. There will
be provisions for 1st, 2nd and 3rd prize, which will be handed
over to the winners on the day of the annual Memorial
Lecture. The amount of the prize money will be decided by the
Boards of Trustees.
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Professor AAMS Arefin Siddique
Hon’ble Vice Chancellor,
University of Dhaka, Dhaka

Subject: Establishment of Tajuddin Ahmad Trust Fund

Dear Sir,

With due respect, I would like to express my ardent desire to establish
a Trust Fund in the loving memory of my father, the First Prime
Minister of Bangladesh, Tajuddin Ahmad at the University of Dhaka to
help the activities of the Department of Peace and Conflict Studies. I
would like to propose the name of the Trust Fund as Tajuddin Ahmad
Trust Fund. The objectives and other details are available in the
attached document.

If you would please allow and permit us to establish the Trust Fund, I
would like to hand over the cheque worth Tk 10,00,000.00 (Taka Ten
Lakhs) to you at your earliest convenient date and time.

It may be mentioned here that I would gladly consider any necessary
changes and /or adjustments.

With Regards
Sincerely Yours

Shomed. flhmasd
Sharmin Ahmad

March 24, 2011
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