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FADE | N:
EXT. GRANT M DDLE SCHOOL - DAY

A pristine, two-story brick building with i mmacul ate
grounds. The BUS DEPOT adjoins the school property.

Three fl agpoles; the U S. flag, the OChio state flag, and the
GMS. flag with the Blue Racer nascot.

I NT. GRANT M DDLE SCHOOL - FIRST FLOCR - DAY

A long, enpty hallway. Lockers Iine the walls interspersed
Wi th classroomdoors. Al is quiet.

TOMMY TUCKER - 15 (V.Q)
(roti vat ed)
kay. Now go on. Get out. | got
shit to do.

At the far end of the hallway, TOVMWY TUCKER (8th grade and
15) cones around the corner and heads right at us. He stops
tolet the image sink in - to no one in particular.

He wears a HALL ENFORCEMENT BADGE and a HI P-CLIP cell phone
hol der on his belt.

TOMMY TUCKER (V. O.)
This is ne.

He | ooks to his sides and shakes his head, discouraged.

TOMW TUCKER (V. Q)
Dammit. If I’mgoing to tell ny
story I need a better intro.

Tonmmy does an about-face and goes back around the corner.

TOVMY TUCKER (O. S.)
What are you guys doi ng? You were
supposed to conme with ne.
(beat)
And three, two, one..

At the far end of the hallway, Tonmy cones around the corner
this time with a kid flanked to either side. A taller BOY
and a shorter G RL.

The school bell rings and kids flood the hallway. W can no
| onger see Tommy or his sidekicks.



TOMW TUCKER (V.Q. /0 S.)
Son of a bitch.

Ki ds nove through the hallway and to their classes and exit
this hallway into others.

Tomy, still in the chaos, addresses the sidekicks.

TOMW TUCKER (O S.)
You guys get to your spots. |’
get himisolated and you cover.

As the bell chinmes again, kids vacate the hallway but Tonmy
still remains. He ducks in behind a row of | ockers.

He peers out from behind them Witing.

A nmoment passes and a kid with a RED BACKPACK rounds the
corner at the other end of the hall

He is ALBERT URIBE (7th grade), a plus size kid with
enterprising aspirations.

Al bert stops at a | ocker, dials the conbo, and just as the
click of the unlock sounds..

TOMMY TUCKER (O S.)
Let ne see your hall pass.

Al bert |ooks up startled, but not surprised.

ALBERT
Danmit, Tonmmy. What gives? |
t hought we were cool.

Tomy strolls up, his right hand hovers over his hip-clip.

TOVMMY TUCKER
| thought we were too, Bert. Seens
like things ain't so.

ALBERT
You know this shit gets old, right?
And the hip, again?

TOVMY TUCKER
What’s in the backpack?

ALBERT
VWhat’'s in the back-- we're at
school. I"mat my | ock--



TOMW TUCKER
Wiy now? The bells have toll ed.
" Perchance maybe you are the one
who may be so ill.

ALBERT

Il is right. My nom just dropped
me off fromthe doctor’s. Is that
okay with you?

TOMMWY TUCKER
Lies. Cnon, Bert. Wiat’s in the
bag? You know I know.

ALBERT
Seriously, Tomry. Leave ne al one.
|’ve got to get to class.

TOVMY TUCKER
VWll go on then. Make your book
exchange and be on your way.

ALBERT
Then | eave ne alone. |’ m not--

TOVMY TUCKER
--you’'re not going to do it because
there aren’t any books in your bag,
you don’t have a doctor’s note, and
this isnt your |ocker.

ALBERT
Jesus, Tomy.

Al bert and Tonmy hear a CH RP CH RP noi se. Tommy | ooks at
hi s phone. A text nessage. [Note: all TEXTS and IMs will be
initalics.]

KATI E CAT ( TEXT)
suml comi ng

Tommy qui ckly grabs Al bert by his shirt and drags himto the
nearby JANITOR S CLOSET. Tommy pulls out a KEY, unlocks it,
and pulls Al bert in.

JANI TOR S CLOSET

Tommy yanks the pull chain illumnating the single bulb.

He rifles through Al bert’s backpack. Finds a zip-lock stash
of marijuana. Drops the backpack. Freaks out a little.



TOMMWY TUCKER
VWhat the hell is this? Were are
the Red Hots?

Al bert resists. Tormy grabs an enpty five gallon bucket,
flips it over, and sets it under the |ight bulb.

TOMMY TUCKER
Sit!

Al bert is seated, but too I ow for Tormy. As he’'s about to
address Al bert, he stops.

TOMW TUCKER
Cet up.

Tomry grabs an unopened box of industrial trash bags and
places it on top of the bucket (he wants Al bert closer to
the interrogation bul b).

Just as Al bert sits, Tormy gets right in his face.

TOMW TUCKER
What is that doing in ny school ?

Al bert | eans back from Tomy.

ALBERT
Seriously, Tonmmy. Cut it out.

TOMWY TUCKER
| need answers, Bert.

ALBERT
You need help. Please |et ne just
put ny stuff in ny | ocker.

Tomy pulls out a fol ded piece of paper.

TOVMY TUCKER
Let’s see...Ah, here it is. Albert
Uri be. Locker assignnent 408. But
that’'s upstairs.

ALBERT
Pl ease, man, let this one go.

TOVMY TUCKER
Let it go? W haven’t even found
out what it is yet.

A polite knock at the door.



VI CE PRINCI PAL PHILIP COLLINS (O S.)
M. Tucker, | saw you enter the
roomwith M. Uribe in tow. Open
t he door, please.

Al bert sighs with relief. Believes he’s off the hook.
Tomy cracks open the door.

TOVMY TUCKER
(hushed)
Phil? 1’ m wor ki ng.

VI CE PRI NCI PAL COLLINS (O S.)
Principal Collins. And you re done
wor Ki ng.

TOMW TUCKER
Vice Principal Phil. No I’m not.

From Al bert’ s POV:
He can’t quite make out the words and watches confused.
Back to Tonmy:

VI CE PRI NCI PAL COLLINS (O S.)
Fi ve nore m nut es.

TOVMY TUCKER
Thank you, Phil.

VI CE PRI NCI PAL COLLINS (O S.)
No detention for him You' ve net
your al |l owance.

TOVMY TUCKER
"’ monto sonmething, Phil. "I can
feel it. Coming in the air
toni ght." Ya know?

Tonmy cl oses the door with a grin on his face. Al bert’s
face, however, is not happy.

ALBERT
VWhat. The hell. Was that?

Tommy eyes the backpack and then Al bert.
TOVMY TUCKER

We're on the clock. Tell e about
the stash or I hand over the bag.



ALBERT
C mon, Tomy. | can’t. | nean,
seriously can’t. And | swear it’s
better for both of us--

TOVMY TUCKER
(di sappoi nt ed)
--Bert, Bert, Bert, Bert, Bert,
Bert, Berrrrt. What is it that |
have to fear? | think sonebody
needs a rem nder of who | am

ALBERT
Tonmry, stop screwin’ around.

Vice Principal Collins KNOCKS on the janitor’s door.

TOVMY TUCKER
In fact, it’ll be a nice little
monment before you are haul ed out.

VICE PRI NCI PAL COLLINS (O S.)
Tonmmy?

The | oudness of the knocking increases. Al bert squirns.

ALBERT
Pl ease. Don't.

Tonmy picks up the backpack and starts towards the door.

| ooks back at Al bert.

TOVWWY TUCKER
This is a real shane. Al bert had
so much potential’ they' |l say.

Vice Principal Collins is now POUNDI NG on the door

VI CE PRI NCI PAL COLLINS (O S.)
TOMW! |’ m warni ng you.

TOMW TUCKER
| amgoing to mss the candy and--

ALBERT
--Ckay okay okay.

The knocki ng stops. Al bert exhal es.
TOVMY TUCKER

(1 oudly)
Phil, gonna need anot her m nute.

He



Tomy mnmes firing dual six-shooters. He slaps one end of
his hip-clip holder and his phone spins (the equivalent of a
gunslinger twirling his gun before holstering it).

EXT. GRANT M DDLE SCHOCL - SIDE LOT - N GHT

Exterior lights illum nate the parking lot. Two kids hide in
t he shadows of the buil ding.

A vibrating BUZZ BUZZ. The short kid pulls sonething froma
pocket. A light comes on and reveals the face of KATIE CAT.

KATI E CAT
It’s a text from Tonmy aski ng where
we are.

Katie types into her phone. Wiaits. BUZZ BUZZ.

KATI E CAT
He says to 'look up.’ Stay here.

KATI E CAT (6th grade), short and scrappy, enmerges fromthe
shadows.

She | ooks up and sees Tommy, fists on hips, standing on the
roof. Striking a pose.

KATI E CAT
(to hersel f)
What an idiot.
(to the kid in the shadow)
Dougi e, get out here.

Trotting out of the darkness cones DOUGLAS "DOUG E' DAVI S
(7TH grade). He’'s a tall, stocky kid with Down Syndrone.
Tomy affectionately refers to himas "DOUG E DOMS. "

DOUG E DOMNS
Whut is it, Katie?

Kati e nods towards the roof. Dougie | ooks up.

DOUG E DOMNS
(excited, |oud)
Whoa! Tunmy, you | ook Iike Sup--

KATI E CAT
- -Dougi e be quiet.

DOUG E DOWNS
(whi spers)
He | ooks |i ke Supahman.



8.

Tommy descends the roof |adder, |ocks the access cage, and
approaches the sidekicks.

TOVMMY TUCKER
Dougi e Downs!

DOUG E DONNS
(big smle)
Tunmy Tucker!

KATI E CAT
What were you doing up there?

TOMW TUCKER
| was being | ookout...and working
on ny bat signal.

KATI E CAT
Bat sig...l don't want to know.
Look, | have a plan so you guys
listen up--

TOVMY TUCKER

--1 have the plan. It’s still early
in the year, rookie. You ve got the
title, not the badge.

Katie smrks. Tommy notions themin closer.

Kati e noti

TOMW TUCKER
Here’'s the deal. Al bert says he
only carries drugs. He puts themin
a | ocker and doesn’t know where
they go fromthere

KATI E CAT
Doubtful. | bet he’ s--

ces Tomy’s | ook. Shuts up. Dougie grins.

TOMW TUCKER
He al so said, convincingly, that
sonmet hing i s happening at the bus
garage tonight around nine thirty.
G ves us about twenty m nutes.

KATI E CAT
--O we’'re just wasting our tine.

TOMW TUCKER
Dougi e Downs, | want you on one of
the buses close to the garage so
you can video it--



DOUG E DOMNNS
--Yes, soor.

TOMW TUCKER
Katie Cat, | need you in the
dunpster near the gate for the--

KATI E CAT
--Forget it. I amnot--

TOVMY TUCKER
--1t’s the recycling dunpster.

KATI E CAT
This is because I'ma girl.

TOVMY TUCKER
No. This is cause you're small. And
you took an oath. C non.

Tonmmy dashes off and the sidekicks follow.
EXT. GRANT M DDLE SCHOOL - BUS DEPOT ENTRANCE - NI GHT
The ki ds approach the fence gate. Tommy unl ocks it.

KATI E CAT
| should get in position first.

Tonmy nods in agreenent. The kids shuffle over to the nearby
recycling dunpster. Three separate doors | abel ed: "PAPER' -
"PLASTIC" - " CANS"

A | arge, weathered decal also reads: "NO CAN LEFT BEH ND'
Tonmmy slides open the "PAPER' door. Katie | ooks hesitant.

TOMW TUCKER
It’ Il be okay. Make sure to get the
I i cense pl ate nunber.
(off Katie's |ook)
You want the badge, you pay your
dues. Ri ght, Dougie?

DOUG E DOMNS
That’s wi ght.

Kati e assents.

KATI E CAT
What are you going to do?
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TOMW TUCKER
When the tine is right, I wll
i ntroduce nysel f.

Dougi e and Katie | ook at each other uncertain. Tommy noves
to lift Katie into the dunpster.

TOMW TUCKER
| f anything goes wong, just stay
in your spots until it’s safe.
(to Katie)
And make sure he gets hone.

Tomry puts his hands under Katie's arns and lifts. Katie's
feet barely cone off the ground.

Kati e chuckles at Tommy’ s effort. Dougi e giggles too.

TOVMY TUCKER
Shut up. It’s fromclinbing the
| adder. Dougi e, give ne a hand.

DOUG E DONNS
Tunmy, maybe we shood call the
cops. O tell our pairwents.

TOVMY TUCKER
Don’t worry. We'll be hone by ten.
If there really are drugs, we'll
call the police in the norning.
Trust nme, |'m Tommy Tu- -

The sound of cars fast approaching. Blue and red lights
dance off the school and rows of buses.

TOVMMY TUCKER
(to hinself)

Al bert.
(to the sidekicks)
Get outta here. 1'll lead’emto the

buses and | ose’ em

(serious, to Katie)
Dougi e doesn’t get busted. Ckay?
Get him hone. GO

Kati e and Dougi e take off.

TOVMY TUCKER
See you at school tonorrow

Tommy heads for the depot gate as cop cars pull into the
| ot.

He opens the gate and enters the..
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BUS GARAGE LOT

He swi ngs the gate back and takes off in between the buses.
He hears car doors and footsteps in pursuit.

Tomry cuts through a couple buses and over a couple rows. He
| ooks behind him Stops. Adrenaline fuel ed breathing.

Foot st eps and voi ces. Radio chatter.

Tomry darts over another row. Looks behind him..runs into a
side-view mrror. Hts the ground, heavy.

As he tries to get up, he sees sonething. Soneone. A
RED- HEADED TEENAGE G RL dressed in black hiding under a bus.

He’s | ocked into her gaze.
TOVMY TUCKER
(out of breath)
Hey there...I'’m ..l  m Tomy.
She smles. Footsteps closing in. Tomry forces hinself up.

TOMWY TUCKER
| m gonna run away now.

Tomy spies the perineter fence and nmakes a break for it.
Running at half speed. Lethargic. He |eaps for the fence.

About hal fway up the seven foot fence, Tommy pauses. Tries
to clinb. Loses his grip and falls back to the earth.

Two policenen reach him

SERI ES OF SHOTS OVER Sl LENCE

-Tonmy lies on the ground, |osing consciousness.
-Oficers trying to lift himup. H's body Iinp.
-A stretcher being |oaded into an anbul ance.

- The anbul ance raci ng down the street.

-Tormmy’ s body is transferred to a bed in the ER

-A nurse cuts away his shirt revealing a prom nent SURG CAL
SCAR across his ABDOVEN

-The nedi cal professionals nove with greater urgency.

END OF SERI ES
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| NT. HOSPI TAL - HALLWAY - DAY
STILL OVER SI LENCE

We have a slightly obstructed view through the glass wall
into Tomry’s room which is filled with sunlight.

We see the backs of a man and woman hol di ng hands. A doctor
hol ds a chart, addresses them

Tomy lies in bed, stares intently at the doctor as he
expl ains the situation to the famly.

Tonmy’ s expression gradually changes from"So what do we
do?" to "Nothing can be done."

And just like that, Tommy beconmes a kid again. The enotion
envel opes him as do his parents. Uncontrollabl e sobs,
convul sions and. .. | ove.
As the doctor slides open the door to | eave, we can hear..
TOVMMY TUCKER
(heavy sobbi ng)

| don’t want themto know. | don--
| NT. TUCKER HOUSE - TOMWY' S BEDROOM - DAY
A bed. A conmputer desk. O fice chair and wheel mat. Carpet.
A teenager’s roomindeed. Clutter and stuff.
Tomy |ies awake on his bed. Alone in the quiet.
CH RP CHI RP. Tommy grabs his phone off the night stand.

KATI E CAT ( TEXT)
need 2tal k

Tommy is indifferent. Types. Sends.

TOMMY TUCKER ( TEXT)
W ong#

CH RP CHI RP. W see "video nessage received." Taps play.
ON PHONE

A dirt path and trees. Canera ai med on nothing specific. W
HEAR sone voices. One of themis Katie.
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KATI E CAT
Excuse nme! I'mtrying to get hone.

BOYS VA CES | aughi ng. Wbrds i ndi sti ngui shabl e.

KATI E CAT
Leave ne al one! Don’t touch ne!

The vi deo becones extrenely shaky and chaotic. Katie screans
as she gets pelted with fists. Boys | aughing.

Then we HEAR her hit the ground and all we see is sky.
Sounds of a little girl crying.

Tonmy bolts up in his bed. Types furiously. Sends.

TOMMY TUCKER ( TEXT)
Are you okay?

A KNOCK on his bedroom door.

TOVMMY TUCKER
Go away!

A muffled voice fromthe other side of the door

KATI E CAT
(upset)
| " m not okay.

Tommy noves quickly to the door and opens it. There stands
Kat heri ne "KATI E CAT" Tucker. She runs in and hugs Tommy.
Her face covered with tear soaked dirt.

KATI E CAT
They want the drugs back.

TOVMY TUCKER
Did nom see you?

KATI E CAT
No. She’s not hone yet.
(sniffles)
They sai d Dougi e s next.

He holds his sister. Katie steps back w ping her face.

KATI E CAT
What are you going to do?

Tommy doesn’t reply. Looks uninterested in doing anything.
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KATI E CAT
You have to do sonething, Tomy.

TOMW TUCKER
"1l give them back

KATI E CAT
That’s it? What about everything
el se? What about your school ?

TOMMY TUCKER
Katie, there’ s no--

KATI E CAT

--The Tomry | know woul dn’t take
this. He'd find a way to stop the
drugs. He’'d find a way to take his
school back.

(beat)
The Tommy | know woul d get the guys
who did this to his sister!

Tomry paces. Katie's rage | essens.

KATI E CAT
The brother | knew beat the
i mpossi ble. And he should rem nd
ot hers what he’s capable of. And if
you don’t, | wll.

A whirlw nd of thoughts go through Tomry’ s head.
Cont enpl ating. Thinking. Driving. And...a spark.

TOVMY TUCKER
You are absolutely right, Katie. So
right. Ha. And peopl e thought they
couldn’t stand ne before.

Despite the mud and the scrapes, Katie is all in.

KATI E CAT
If you pull this off, people wll
tell your story for years.

TOVMY TUCKER
Yes they will. They' Il be Iike *and
then he did this’ and '|I heard he
said that’ and and...and they’|
screw it all up. They won’'t do ny
story justice. O, they’'l
romanticize the shit out of it.
Yuck. They’' Il turn it into sone
Lifetine piece of garbage and wonen
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TOMMY TUCKER

will cry, probably the nmen too,
kids will rejoice. I want to vom't
al r eady.

Tommy sits down at his desk and fires up the conputer.

TOMW TUCKER
I’mthe only one that can tell ny
story.
(beat)
Mom shoul d be honme any m nute. Go
get cleaned up and we’ |l bl ane how

you | ook on ne.

Tommy clicks the nouse and adjusts the webcam Hi s face
appears on his nonitor.

KATI E CAT
Well, this is your fault.

Tommy nods and clicks record on the video interface.

TOVMY TUCKER
(roti vat ed)
Ckay. Now go on. Get out. | got
shit to do.

He | ooks into the canera.

TOMW TUCKER
This is ne.
(beat)
Danmit. If I"mgoing to tell ny
story I need a better intro.

Tonmy does a 360 spin in his chair, pushes off the desk, and
rolls backwards. The wheels hit the carpet. Chair tips over.
Tomry spills onto the floor.

TOMW TUCKER
Son of a bitch.

He picks up the chair and calmy sits back down.

TOMW TUCKER

"1l just edit that part out.

(beat)
| thought we should start by
getting acquainted but that’d be a
waste of tinme. Here’'s what you need
to know -

(beat)
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TOMMY TUCKER
--1"ma Hall Enforcenent O ficer

currently on suspension. | was
found trespassi ng on school
grounds. |’ m suspected of cutting

the brake |lines on several schoo
buses whil e trespassing--

(beat)
The police showed up responding to
an anonynous tip about a drug deal.
Anonynous ny ass.

(beat)
| m personally going to put a stop
to this shit. I have a nice little

video of the Vice Principal and a
teacher’s aid, so |’ m expecting
little resistance.

(beat)
|’ ve got an inoperable
neur obl astoma and a nonth to |ive.
And I’mnot telling anyone. | can’'t
deal with pity. It’s not ny first
neur obl astoma, but it wll be ny
| ast .

(1 aughs)
Truthfully, that first one cured
me. | was a poster child caught up
in the bullshit haze of life. That
first diagnosis really put it al
into perspective. But | went
anot her direction. | nean, who's
going to yell at the kid with
cancer? So | test |limts and push
peopl e.

(beat)
But it’s their bullshit that makes
me sick. Even as they watch this,
they’' || be shaking their heads and
t hi nki ng they know better than ne.
How | shoul d behave or how I shoul d
tal k. They don’t know ne. Eat ne!
Li ke they have all the answers. |
can hear them now. Judgi ng ne and
bl am ng nmy parents. Or saying to
t hensel ves ' What makes him so
special?” or 'Who the hell does he
think he is?

(beat)
Who am | ?

(right into the camera)
| ”m Tomry Tucker, notherfucker!



